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 Mid-term test 30%              (Week 7: February 25)  
 Essay assignment 30%     (Week 12: April 1) 
 Exam 30%                           (Week 15: April 22) 
 Participation 10% 

Essay  
Week 12 30% 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ESSAY ASSIGNMENT MUST BE SUBMITTED IN PERSON 
DURING CLASS:  

 DO NOT EMAIL THE PAPER TO ME 
 DO NOT PUT IT IN MY OFFICE 
 DO NOT LEAVE IT WITH ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 
 PLACE IT IN MY HANDS 

Write a 1500 word critical essay analyzing and critiquing one icon (an 
extraordinarily famous person or thing) from Western popular culture (e.g. 
Humphrey Bogart, James Dean, Pepsi Cola, etc.).   

1) Try to be unique in your selection:   

20 essays on Madonna or Elvis can be quite boring; try unusual and challenging 
iconographic studies, whenever possible (e.g. The Pentagon: what does it symbolize in 
our culture?  What did terrorists who attacked it believe that they were attacking, in a 
symbolic/iconographic sense?) 

2) Of what is your icon symbolic?   What does your icon represent in the culture?   This 
section should be the largest section of your paper.   

o Discuss the semiotics of your icon-- what are the signifiers in your icon's 
appearance?  What is 'signified' by your icon?     

o Discuss Maslowian applications with respect to your icon;  on what 
levels of Maslow's hierarchy of needs does your icon involve or "hook" 
the perceiver, and how/why? 

o (c)  What would Marshall McLuhan have to say about your icon and the 
way in which it/he/she has been used in popular culture?   How is the 
medium actually the message in the various manifestations of your icon?    
Can your icon and its by-products be seen as an "extensions" of 
humanity (in the way in which McLuhan used this term)? 

3) Be certain to discuss your icon's meaning for all perceivers-- for example, to 
many Americans, George Bush is a hero; to some, he is a war-hawk and a poor business 
manager; to many people internationally, he is an imperialist.  To some, Eminem or Tupac 
are champions of free speech; to others, they may be offensive; to feminists or pacifists, 
they may be considered misogynistic or violent.  It is imperative that you present a 
balanced view of your icon that discusses all aspects of meaning for all potential 
perceivers.  Be very critical, even if you are a "fan." 

4) Be analytical and critical of your icon's consumer applications-- discuss in detail, 
for example, how your icon has become a 'brand,' used to sell posters, t-shirts, and other 
merchandise (e.g.  "Che Guevara, a revolutionary whose initial cause was a country's 
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liberation from fascistic oppression, is now a vague symbol of youthful resistance, whose 
meaning has become diluted and whose image is used to sell everything from t-shirts to 
vodka") and how your icon is used as an ideological symbol, to promote a lifestyle or 
belief system; e.g. The Pentagon ~ defense, American patriotism, secrecy, etc.; James 
Dean ~ youth & rebellion, resistance, counter-culture, etc. 

5) Provide brief historical background on the 'story' of your icon only where it is 
crucial to a study of iconography; you should concentrate more on symbolism, semiotics, 
meaning, usages, and effects of your icon in the culture. 

6) Discuss briefly (in about 200 words) the icon's impact on your own life and 
consciousness.  How has this icon been a major influence on your own existence, 
beliefs, consumer attitudes, etc.   Use the word "I," and talk about your feelings. 

7) You must use 3 hard-copy sources, and create a bibliography (MLA or APA styles 
are acceptable).   Any fact that you use must have an accompanying reference.  Be sure to 
credit individual facts with in-text references, e.g... (Medaglia-Miller 34) or (Jones 128) at 
the end of the line in which the fact appears.  

Even if you have not directly quoted from other sources, any ideas, historical facts, or 
opinions of authors other than yourself must be accurately referenced-- at a college level, 
you must give credit to those who contribute to your essay in any conceivable manner. 

Valuable links to helpful websites (that explain in detail how to use referencing 
techniques) may be found on the "Essay Format" page of the Pop Culture website.    

You may use some web sources, but these must be included only in addition to your three 
books, journals, or newspaper articles.  You may not use a web source unless the 
following information is provided:  author, title of article, web publisher name 
(organization posting the article), and the date of the article.  In addition, you must, as per 
MLA/APA format, provide the date on which you 'retrieved' the article from the WWW.  If 
the article does not provide this essential information (i.e. author, etc), then it is not an 
appropriate source to use. 

8) Your work must be original-- the submission of even a partially-plagiarized paper will 
result in an automatic failure.   Please write in your own words.  

Mid-Term        Week 7 30% 

Exam               Week 15 30% 

Both the mid-term test and the final exam will consist of 30 questions that require 
(1) very short (one-to-six words) answers, or (2) sentence-long answers. 

Students are responsible for all readings, films seen in class, and the major points 
covered in all lectures (see website for details). 

For your sake, don't miss the MID-TERM TEST or the FINAL EXAM.  Both the 
mid-term makeup test and the final makeup exam (for those absent from the 
scheduled tests) are spoken or oral exams, conducted on an individual basis. 

http://liad.georgebrown.ca/popculture/POP/POP%20Readings.htm
http://liad.georgebrown.ca/popculture/POP/POP%20Videos.htm


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


